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Infallible fundamental assurance, so it seemed
in the end, could be secured neither through an
inspired Church nor an inspired Book, if it was
rested in either case only upon historical evidence.
I can be no surer of what I prove than I am of
the evidence which is supposed to prove it.
Historical evidence gives only probability. Even
proved physical miracles are not an absolutely
certain foundation, as long as the moral character
of the Supreme Power in the universe is un-
certain; for then the miracles may be meant to
mislead us. Christendom, too, is divided among
various sects, and which sect is invested with
infallibility? The books of Scripture present an
analogous difficulty; the canonicity of each con-
stituent part is open to doubt and criticism.
What books in Jewish and Christian literature
are infallible? Above all, the inspired Book, and
even the dicta of the inspired Church, must be
interpreted. That interpreters are apt to err is
evident in the innumerable variations of inter-
pretation. It seemed, then, that neither the
living Church nor the dead book could be the
final and exclusive foundation of religious cer-
tainty. Each needs to rest on something deeper
and more comprehensive. Hooker, who was onear Protestantism within reach inong   Its  popula-
